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Transport of biological  

samples 
. . . your legal obligations 

The law requires the shipper (you) to be responsible for the safety of specimens sent via courier or post 

(Land Transport Rule: Dangerous Goods 2005, IATA Packing Instruction 650). Basically, packages must be 

prepared in such a way that they arrive in good condition and present no hazard to anyone during 

shipment.  

Patient/diagnostic samples are considered a Category B infectious substance and are assigned to UN 

3373. 

Required packaging includes: 

 Inner packaging: water-tight primary receptacle (sample container, 

e.g. blood tube or pottle); water-tight secondary packaging (sealed 

sample bag); absorbent material (in case of leakage). 

 Outer packaging: inflexible and unbreakable packaging (shipping 

container), that will withstand rough handling and is leak proof.  

 Each package must be labelled with the proper shipping name: UN 

3373 BIOLOGICAL SUBSTANCE, CATEGORY B.  All Gribbles 

courier bags are pre-printed with the correct shipping name.  If you 

are not using a Gribbles courier bag, please ensure the external 

packing complies with this labelling requirement (see right). 

Note: Cardboard boxes alone are unsuitable for submitting samples. They cannot withstand rough 

handling and are not leak proof. 

If you do not currently use rigid plastic shipping containers when submitting samples, please contact your 

local Gribbles Veterinary laboratory.  We have 0.85L shippers available for small numbers of samples, and 

2.5L and 3.0L bio-bottles for larger quantities. 

Shippers can be labelled with your clinic name and will be returned to you routinely. It is advisable to have a 

least 6 containers in circulation (many clinics have up to 10) so you have at least one available at the clinic 

at all times. 

Further information is available on the Ministry of Transport website as well as in these “How To” guides 

also on our website: HOW TO package your samples and HOW TO package a body for post mortem. 

http://www.gribblesvets.co.nz
http://www.transport.govt.nz/assets/Import/Documents/Transporting20Dangerous20Goods.pdf
https://www.gribblesvets.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/How-to-package-samples.pdf
https://www.gribblesvets.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/How-to-package-PM.pdf

