
ePrice book now 

available 
Our new pricing comes into effect on 

1 July 2020.  Electronic copies of 

our new price book were emailed 

out in the first week of June to 

practices all across the country. 

In order to reduce our environmental impact, 

as well as moving with the times, we have 

decided to be future focused and send out 

digital copies of our price book to all clients. 

A reduced number of printed copies will 

however be available.   

We realise this is a bit of a change from 

previous years, but the electronic format for 

most publications is the direction the world is 

moving. The electronic PDF file can be 

saved to your clinic network if you have one 

or to all computers in your practice, so it is 

easy to access from everywhere and by 

everyone.   

Like yourselves, in a laboratory setting it is 

hard to reduce the amount of waste 

produced.  So many biologically 

contaminated consumable items must be 

destroyed by less than ecologically sound 

means, so we are looking to make changes 

where we can.  Reducing the amount of 

printed copy is an easy one to achieve. 

Results are electronic, information is 

electronic and our price book is the next 

thing to change. 

Some key points to note: 

 The table of contents is hyperlinked to 

the section pages, so simply click on the 

page number of the section you wish to 

access and you will be taken directly to 

it. 

 To make updating your practice 

management software easier, we can 

also provide you with Excel or CSV 

versions of our pricing. Please follow the 

following links to download the required 

files: 

 Companion animal CSV 

 Production animal CSV 

 Equine CSV 

 Excel spreadsheet 

Note: ezyVet clients will have their PMS 

updated centrally so will not need to be 

done locally.  

 Copies of the consumable order form 

can be downloaded from our website at 

any time.  

 If your clinic has personalised 

biochemistry panels in place, the price 

increase on these will be the same as 

that for routine biochemistry testing 

(2%).  

The COVID-19 pandemic has shown 

everyone there is an alternative way of 

working, which is (in many cases) just as 

effective as how we’ve previously worked, 

it’s just different.  So we’re going to continue 

to be “different” where we can, whilst still 

providing the same excellent service. 

We ask that you be mindful of our 

environment before you ask for a printed 

copy. 
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Welcome 
Welcome to a new edition of our 

newsletter.   

We hope Level 1 means you are 

enjoying a more normal way of life?  

This month we have some great 

seasonal information, a fabulous new 

portal for bulk milk testing orders and 

an absolute stunner of a canine ‘Case 

of the Month’. So read on! 

Please just call us on 0800 GRIBBLES 

if you need our help with anything. 

Kind regards, 

Karen Cooper 

Marketing Administrator 
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Trace element 

testing 
Our 2020 price book features some  

recommended trace element panels 

(see panels below). The suggested 

panels are examples of appropriate 

analytes for assessing what is 

happening in the dairy herd. 

Testing for trace element status is an 

important part of mineral supplementation 

plans on farm. If you wish to discuss the best 

options for testing in your area, or for a  

particular farmer, our team of Pathologists  

 

are happy to discuss your options. 
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Transition Panel - Important analysis 

for dairy herds to help support a 

successful transition period. 

Analyte Why test this? 

Calcium 

Magnesium 

Phosphate 

x10 

Levels key for metabolic 

disease prevention 

NEFA or 

BOH x10 

Indicator of negative 

energy balance 

Selenium x5 

Adequate levels 

important in 

periparturient immunity 

for reducing mastitis, 

metritis and associated 

with retained fetal 

membranes 

Vitamin B12 

x10 

Low levels may indicate 

suboptimal nutrition 

affecting the ability of 

ruminal microflora to 

synthesise Vit B12 

Premating Panel - Important analysis 

to assess factors that can impact the 

reproductive performance of the dairy 

herd. 

Analyte Why test this? 

Calcium x10 
Hypocalcaemia can 

negatively affect fertility 

Magnesium 

x10 

Needs to be assessed 

alongside calcium  

BOH x10 

Indicator of negative 

energy balance which 

can negatively affect 

fertility 

Selenium x5 

Copper x10 

Deficiency can affect 

conception rates  

Autumn Panel - Important analysis for 

dairy herds prior to winter. 

Analyte Why test this? 

Zinc x10 
Monitor for facial 

eczema prevention  

GGT x10 

Identify subclinical 

facial eczema 

damage  

Selenium x5 
Assess status prior 

to winter  

Liver copper ≥10 
Assess stores prior 

to winter  

BVD bulk milk 

portal 
Gribbles Veterinary’s Bulk Milk Portal 

is an exciting new feature that will 

help reduce the administration load 

when carrying out bulk milk testing 

for your farmers. At the start of July 

2020 this programme will be 

available to all Gribbles Veterinary 

customers. 

The bulk milk portal allows for online ordering 

of bulk milk BVD, ostertagia and liver fluke 

testing – all performed on dairy company 

sourced samples. No on-farm sampling 

required! This includes our economical Herd 

Guardian packages. 

This system also provides visibility of all your 

clinic’s orders booked with Gribbles 

Veterinary for the upcoming season; which 

farmers are about to be tested in the coming 

weeks; and whether the sample has been 

received at the laboratory. 

Further functionality will be added as we 

continue to build this platform. 

 

To find out more contact your local Gribbles 

Veterinary Territory Manager. 

Welcome to the Gribbles Veterinary BVD Bulk Milk Portal 

Use this portal to view orders received by Gribbles Veterinary and to place new bulk milk testing  

orders directly online.  New Users—Register using the link at the right hand top corner.  

Someone from Gribbles will be in touch to get you set up. 



Looking after our 

seniors 
Winter is always a good time to check 

up on the wellness of our senior 

friends and we have the perfect 

custom panels for the job! 

Our discounted Senior Pet Check panels are 

designed to detect common geriatric changes 

and the onset of age related issues, enabling 

remedial action to be taken.  So if your senior 

clients could do with a bit of TLC this winter, 

check them out  today.   

Full details can be found in our current price 

book and free information brochures for your 

clients can be downloaded here.   If you would 

like a electronic version of these brochures co-

branded with your logo, simply contact you 

local laboratory or Territory Manager at any 

time. 

Case of the month 

LISA HULME-MOIR 

Clinical history: 

A 15-year old male, neutered Chihuahua 

presented with a large 6x5x3cm 

subcutaneous mass in the left inguinal 

region. A fine needle aspirate of the mass 

was submitted to the laboratory for cytology. 

Laboratory results: 

On cytology, the submitted slides contained 

many medium to large cells that were 

frequently arranged in rosette fashion around 

variably sized globules of bright pink hyaline 

material (photographs 1 and 2). The cells 

were often poorly preserved but when intact 

appeared round to columnar in shape with 

large amounts of pale blue cytoplasm, often 

with variably sized vacuoles. 

Thank you to Glenfield Veterinary Clinic for 

sending excellent smears and this interesting 

case.  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4. 

Photograph 1 & 2:  Fine needle aspirate of an inguinal 

mass in a dog. Many ill-defined cells are arranged in 

rosettes around a pink glassy appearing matrix (arrows). 

Many variably sized, clear vacuoles are present in the 

background and in the cytoplasm of the few intact cells.  

3 

What’s out there? 
Here is a summary of recent 

interesting cases from around our 

network of laboratories: 

 

Laboratory Diseases 

Auckland 
Avocado toxicity in a goat; Infectious canine hepatitis in a puppy; Listeria 

abortion in a monkey; Nitrate toxicity; Salmonella abortion in bovine herd 

Hamilton 
Nitrate toxicity; Babesiosis in cat (travel from South Africa); Listeria abortion in 

sheep; Yersiniosis in young cattle 

Palmerston North 

Cysticercus bovis suspect cases from works cattle; bovine fungal abortions; 

cyathostomiasis in horses; staphylococcal abortion in mares; and Fusobacterial 

infections in deer on maize.  

Christchurch 
Yersinia pseudotuberculosis cases in young cattle; Bovine acorn toxicity; bovine 

adenovirus 

Photograph 1 

https://www.gribblesvets.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Senior-PetCheck-A5-2019.pdf
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Case of the month 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 

Diagnosis: Sertoli cell tumour with Call-Exner bodies 

Discussion: Testicular tumours should be considered as a differential for inguinal masses 

in male dogs, particularly small breed dogs, which have an increased incidence of 

cyrptochidism.1 Cryptorchid testicles are predisposed to Sertoli cell tumours and 

seminomas and also have an increased risk of torsion.2  

Cytologically, Sertoli cell tumours are characterised by the trabecular and palisading 

arrangement of cells and the large vacuoles contained within the cytoplasm.3 The case 

presented here had a further distinguishing feature of having large variably sized lakes of 

pink hyaline material around which the cells were arranged. These are termed ‘Call-Exner’ 

bodies. Call-Exner bodies have been identified in both humans and veterinary species, 

most often in granulosa cell tumours of the ovaries but also in other sex cord tumours such 

as gonadoblastomas and Sertoli cell tumours.4 They are believed to be an attempt by the 

neoplastic cells to form a basement membrane.  

References: 

1. Yates et al. Incidence of cryptorchidism in dogs and cats. Vet Record.152:502-504, 2003 

2. Reif et al. A cohort study of canine testicular neoplasia. J Am Vet Med Assoc. 175:719-723, 1979 

3. Moreau, AM and Scruggs, JL. What is your diagnosis? Inguinal mass in a dog. Vet Clin Pathol. 

47:155-156, 2018 

4. Masserdotti et al. Cytological detection of Call-Exner bodies in Sertoli cell tumours from 2 dogs. Vet 

Clin Pathol. 37:112-114, 2008 

 
Contact us 
Contacting Gribbles Veterinary couldn’t be easier. 

EMAIL 

auckland.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

hamilton.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

palmerston.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

christchurch.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

dunedin.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

PHONE 

0800 474 225 

WEBSITE 

www.gribblesvets.co.nz 

FACEBOOK   

www.facebook.com/GribblesNZ 

Last but not least, please feel free to contact your local territory manager: 

 Rachel Whitehead - Category Manager, Production animals 

Rachel.whitehead@gribbles.co.nz - 027 604 8690 

 Chrissy Bray - Category Manager, Companion animals & Analytical 

Chrissy.bray@gribbles.co.nz - 027 569 1169 

 Jack Gillman - Territory Manager 

Jack.gillman@gribbles.co.nz - 027 476 7713 

 Deborah Bass - Territory Manager 

Deborah.bass@gribbles.co.nz - 027 476 7714 

 Eugene van Niekerk - Territory Manager 

Eugene.vanniekerk@gribbles.co.nz - 027 250 1647  

Snippets 
 Webinars—if you completely 

missed on our series of webinars 

held in April-May, or just missed 

a couple, you can find a link to 

the recorded sessions on our 

website here.  Feel free to watch 

these at your leisure or even 

binge watch if you dare! 

 Equine herpesvirus 

serology— in order to produce 

a useful diagnostic result for 

EHV VNT we request paired 

serum samples be collected 10-

14 days apart. Testing is not 

possible on a single sample. 

 FREE one-day virtual event!—

Following our recent, well 

supported, weekly series of on-

line web events presented in 

conjunction with Lincoln Institute 

we are excited to invite you to a 

day of leadership training 

designed to specifically support 

you through this post-COVID 

recovery time. This event is 

specifically for Practice Owners, 

Managers and team leaders – 

lead vets, head nurses, front of 

house managers. It will be a 

whole day of highly interactive, 

experiential training delivered 

virtually by the Lincoln Institute.  

Find out more information here. 

Photograph 2. 
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