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Our exciting new 

website is now 

live! 
KAREN COOPER 

Since December 2018 we have 

been working on upgrading our 

website on the WordPress platform.  

It has been a big project, so it is 

super exciting to have it live and 

available for you all to use. 

As well as being on a new platform it also 

has a fresh new look, a better flow, plus 

we’ve rearranged things slightly so the most 

commonly used pages are now more 

accessible. 

The following are some of the key 

improvements made to the website which we 

hope will make your browsing experience 

that much better: 

  You no longer need to log in to access 

all of our fabulous information sheets, 

submission forms, the Vet Handbook 

and other material. You can now either 

read information online, or download a 

copy to read later and/or pass around 

your clinic.  

 Online consumable ordering has been 

simplified and it’s a breeze to place an 

order online.  So try it out instead of 

emailing through a form.  Invoicing will 

still occur at month end. 

 You will only need to log-in if you wish to 

download our consumables order form, 

or place an order online. The first time 

you do either of these tasks you will be 

prompted to register for a user account 

(please note, your username and 

password from our previous site cannot 

be used here). Simply create a new 

account and you will be all set to place 

orders. 

 You can review all orders placed, 

downloads, update your details etc. by 

visiting the “my account” section. 

 Our Vet Handbook has also been 

updated by our wonderful team of 

pathologists and now includes 

information on all of our new tests, as 

well as the old. Feel free to use this 

reference guide online, or download a 

section or the whole thing if required. 

 Our latest news along with articles from 

our newsletters now feature on our 

homepage below the main banner.  So 

check back often to catch up what’s 

happening. 

So click the link below and check it out for 

yourself! We hope you find it much easier to 

use and are able to find the everything you 

need.  As expected we are ironing out a few 

teething problems this week, so if you strike 

any issues be sure and let us know! 

www.gribblesvets.co.nz 

Welcome 
Welcome to a new edition of our news-

letter.   

This month we launch our new website 

and pink-eye PCR tests, remind you 

all of the TLI test we offer here in NZ,  

include some seasonal reminders and 

of course we have another great Case 

of the Month. 

If you have any questions about this 

issue or have a suggestion for articles 

to feature, please just get in touch. 

Kind regards, 

Karen Cooper 

Marketing Administrator 
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Canine TLI testing 
Gribbles Veterinary have been 

offering canine TLI since 2015 and 

recently upgraded  to an Immulite 

2000 analyser to specifically be able 

to continue to provide this assay 

within New Zealand.  

Serum Trypsin-like immunoreactivity (TLI) is 

an accurate and specific indicator of 

pancreatic function and the test of choice for 

dogs with exocrine pancreatic insufficiency 

(EPI). The assay is species specific and 

measures both trypsin and trypsinogen. 

EPI is typically diagnosed once 90% of 

exocrine function has been lost. Causes of 

EPI in dogs include pancreatic acinar 

atrophy, which is an immune-mediated 

disease most often seen in young adult 

German Shepherds as well as some Rough 

Collies and English Setters. EPI may also 

occur with chronic pancreatitis (incidentally 

the most common cause of EPI in cats) and 

with pancreatic tumours.  

Clinical findings with EPI are characterised 

by fat malabsorption and include weight loss 

with fatty, foul smelling faeces (steatorrhea) 

and polyphagia. Hypoproteinaemia is not 

typically associated with EPI. Interestingly 

plasma lipase is often normal in these cases 

due to extra pancreatic sources.  

Gribbles Veterinary proudly supplying 

you with TLI testing right here in  

New Zealand. 

A diagnosis of EPI is supported with very low 

levels of TLI (< 2.5 ug/L). 

Points to note: 

 A fasted serum sample is required. Post 

prandial samples may have elevated TLI 

values. 

 Increased TLI values may also occur with 

active pancreatitis, marked reductions in 

glomerular filtration rate.  

 The assay does not cross react with 

pancreatic enzyme supplementation 

 Feline EPI is uncommon, however feline 

TLI can be requested, and is referred 

overseas to the Texas A&M University, 

USA. 

Reference: 

Mansfield C. Practical Interpretation and 

Application of Exocrine Pancreatic Testing in 

Small Animals. Veterinary Clinics of North 

America: Small Animal Practice. 43:1241-60, 

2013. 

Case of the month 
JULIE TOMLINSON 

Clinical history: 

A 5 year old female Guinea-pig presented with 

weight loss and generalized peripheral 

lymphadenopathy.  FNAs from the right 

inguinal and left prescapular nodes were 

submitted for cytology testing. 

Cytological findings: 

The lymph nodes consisted predominantly of 

intermediate sized lymphocytes admixed with 

few small lymphocytes, rare heterophils and 

eosinophils, and a small amount of blood.  

Individual lymphocytes were approximately the 

same size or slightly larger than a heterophil.  

They had a round nucleus with granular 

chromatin, often a single round to elongate 

central nucleolus, and a small amount of 

basophilic granular cytoplasm.   

Frequent large mononuclear cells containing 

large variably eosinophilic cytoplasmic 

inclusions or Kurloff cells (see arrows) were 

also noted as were frequent mitotic figures 

(circled).  

Diagnosis and discussion can be found on 

page 4. 

Photographs: Guinea pig FNA with numerous dark blue lymphocytes and mitotic figure (circled, left) plus Kurloff cells (arrows, right). 
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Pink-eye PCR 

tests now 

available! 
Our suite of PCR tests is an every 

expanding one as this technology 

becomes more mainstream.  We are 

also able to offer real time PCR tests 

for the common agents associated 

with “pink-eye” lesions in cattle and 

sheep.  

Real time PCR is particularly useful in cases 

where culture produces a heavy mixed 

growth of organisms (contaminants/normal 

flora) with no significant isolates identified. 

In cattle, Moraxella bovis is considered the 

main causative agent of pink-eye.  There is 

also a suggestion that Moraxella bovoculi 

and other pathogens such as Mycoplasma 

spp. and infectious bovine rhinotracheitis 

(IBR) may facilitate Moraxella bovis-

associated ocular colonisation or spread. 

In sheep, a number of potential pathogens 

are associated with pink-eye lesions 

including Mycoplasma conjunctivae, 

Moraxella spp. and Chlamydophila spp. 

The following PCR tests are now available 

(panels and individual tests) for pink-eye 

investigations.  

Cattle pink-eye PCR: 

 IBR plus Moraxella spp. PCR panel 

 Moraxella bovis PCR 

 Moraxella spp. PCR 

 IBR PCR 

Sheep / goat pick-eye PCR: 

 Mycoplasma conjunctivae and Moraxella 

spp. panel 

 Mycoplasma conjunctivae PCR 

 Moraxella spp. PCR 

The Moraxella spp. qPCR detects Moraxella 

bovis, Moraxella bovoculi and Moraxella 

ovis .  Please note - determining antibiotic 

sensitivity still requires culture to be 

performed. 

A Chlamydophila pecorum PCR test is also 

available. 

Sample requirements: 

If possible take a swab of lacrimal secretions 

deep in the inner canthus of the eye, or swab 

of fluid from the conjunctiva and ocular 

surfaces of the eye. Send swabs in a sterile 

container e.g. red top vacutainer or in 

microbiological transport media. Pooling up 

to 5 swabs in the same sample container is 

acceptable.  

If you have any questions regarding these 

tests, or would like further information, please 

just give us a call. 

BVD testing 

options 
Gribbles Veterinary offers a variety of 

BVD testing options to suit every 

situation. 

Three basic tests are available: 

 PCR and antigen ELISA to detect virus 

 Antibody ELISA to detect immune 

response to infection 

An array of applications exist depending on 

age, physiological status, sample type and 

infection status. For economical investigation 

of herd BVD status, pooled testing options 

have been developed and refined. 

Recommended sample and test types: 

Please refer to Table 1. 

Bulk milk testing packages: 

Gribbles Veterinary offers bulk milk testing 

packages to make screening dairy herds for 

BVD efficient and simple – see details on page 

5.  If the previous season BVD bulk milk 

testing results and vaccination history are 

known, then this information can be used to 

tailor a BVD testing programme. 

Our Herd Guardian bulk milk BVD packages 

are: 

 Tested on samples sourced directly from 

dairy factory or farmer / veterinarian 

supplied samples 

 Cumulative reporting available – 

graphed results showing trends over 

seasons 

 Varied – 4 packages available to suit most 

situations 

 Easy to sign up – simply send in a 

submission form with the farmer’s details 

and we will do the rest! 

 Optional extras available – β-casein / 

liver fluke / Ostertagia ELISA testing is 

easy to add on. 

Pricing for all testing options can be found in 

our current price book. 
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Animal age 

INDIVIDUAL TESTING POOLED TESTING 

PCR 
Antigen 

ELISA 

Antibody 

ELISA 
PCR 

Antibody 

ELISA 

Fetus 

Conception – 40 days x x x x x 

40-120 days gestation  x x x x 

150 days – birth  x x x x 

Calf 
<35 days  x x  x 

35 days – 10 months   x  x 

Adult >10 months      

Suitable samples 

EDTA,  
semen, fetal 

fluids, spleen, 
serum 

Serum Serum 
Serum, 

milk, ear 
notch 

Serum 

Table 1.  Recommended testing and sample types 
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Contact us 
Contacting Gribbles Veterinary couldn’t be easier. 

EMAIL 

auckland.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

hamilton.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

palmerston.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

christchurch.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

dunedin.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

PHONE 

0800 474 225 

WEBSITE 

www.gribblesvets.co.nz 

FACEBOOK   

www.facebook.com/GribblesNZ 

Last but not least, please feel free to contact your local territory manager: 

 Rachel Whitehead - Category Manager, Production animals 

Rachel.whitehead@gribbles.co.nz - 027 604 8690 

 Chrissy Bray - Category Manager, Companion animals & Analytical 

Chrissy.bray@gribbles.co.nz - 027 569 1169 

 Tom Berry - Territory Manager 

Tom.berry@gribbles.co.nz - 027 292 3057 

 Jack Gillman - Territory Manager 

Jack.gillman@gribbles.co.nz - 027 476 7713 

 Deborah Bass - Territory Manager 

Deborah.bass@gribbles.co.nz - 027 476 7714 

Case of the month 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4 

Diagnosis: Lymphoma. 

Discussion: 

Little information regarding lymphoma in Guinea pigs could be found in literature, but both 

multicentric and cutaneous lymphoma have been reported. 

Kurloff cells are commonly seen in Guinea pigs and have also been reported in Capybaras.  

Their role is not completely understood but they are thought to have immune and natural 

killer activity as well as anticancer properties.   Numbers are higher in females than in 

males and increase during pregnancy, estrus, treatment with oestrogens, and with 

immunologic stimulation.   

Reference: 

Jara LF, Sánchez JM, Alvarado H, Nassar-Montoya F. Kurloff Cells in Peripheral Blood and 

Organs of Wild Capybaras. Journal of Wildlife Diseases 41:431–434, 2005. 

THANKS TO OLIVER REEVE, ONEWA ROAD VETS FOR THIS INTERESTING CASE.  

Snippets 
 Post mortem service - just a 

reminder that our Christchurch 

laboratory is no longer able to 

offer a post mortem service.  

Bodies for PM must be sent  

directly to our Dunedin or 

Palmerston North laboratories 

instead. 

 Monitoring Trilostane therapy 

without using an ACTH 

stimulation test  - In April 2018 a 

monitoring method was 

introduced by Dechra in 

conjunction with Dr Ian Ramsay, 

University of Glasgow which 

involves a single cortisol 

measured on a sample taken 

pre-Vetoryl tablet. To be able to 

use this method there are strict 

criteria which must be met with 

regards the health of the dogs 

and their demeanour – i.e. calm, 

not stressed, well in themselves 

etc. The information on when to 

use this test and interpretation is 

available on the Dechra website. 

 Trace element cheat sheet - 

trying to decide what TE testing 

suit your requirements?  Check 

out our cheat sheet here. Perfect 

to have on hand when on-farm. 

Adieu … 
Hi everyone - I just wanted to write a little 

note to say thank you to all our wonderful vet 

clients.  I have so enjoyed working with you 

over the years and am really going to miss 

talking to so many of you on the phone.   

I’m taking a few months off to spend time 

with my family in the US and am returning to 

New Zealand in January to figure out my 

next step.  I hope you to ‘see’ you around!  

 Julie Tomlinson, Clinical Pathologist 
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