
It’s autumn, 

think trace 

elements 
Tissue and serum sampling in the 

autumn or at drying off provides an 

opportunity to ensure trace ele-

ments and magnesium 

concentrations are appropriate 

heading into winter, and to assess 

any effects of sporidesmin on the 

liver.  

Options for sample collection 

include collecting liver and/or blood sam-

ples on the farm (recommended), or getting 

liver samples collected at the slaughter 

plant.  On-farm collection of liver biopsies 

provides guaranteed animal selection and 

identification, better traceability of samples, 

is more cost effective for the farmer and 

provides more accurate results due to the 

controlled handling and transport of the 

samples. 

Our trace element testing is a gold standard 

service offering: 

 Rapid turn-around-time 

 Internationally recognised methodolo-

gy 

 Internationally accredited results 

 Exclusive inorganic iodine test 

 Focus on the continual development 

of new testing 

 Free liver biopsy kits to ensure sam-

ple quality 

 The option to create customised clinic 

test panels 

The below basic panels can be used as a 

guide, and you can add to these or change 

them using our MineralCheck made-to-

measure (M2M) testing options on our sub-

mission form. 

Simply tick MineralCheck made-to-

measure on the submission and clearly 

indicate how many of each test you would 

like performed (be sure and quote M2M on 

the form if you aren’t using the latest ver-

sion). 

Don’t forget we also have in-depth mineral 

testing information available online via our 

MineralCheck booklet - download it or read 

online here. 

If you are unsure about the best tests to do, 

be sure and speak to one of our 

pathologists or business development man-

agers (0800 GRIBBLES).  They can help 

tailor make a package to fit your situation. 
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Welcome 
Welcome to a new edition of our news-

letter.  This month we have reminders 

for both small and large animal vets - 

seasonal testing available and NZVA 

alerts, some sample handling tops and 

of course a new Case of the Month. 

If you have any questions regarding 

this newsletter or have a suggestion 

for something you would like to see 

featured, please don’t hesitate to con-

tact me. 

Kind regards, 

Karen Cooper 

Marketing Assistant 

0800 474 225 I www.gribblesvets.co.nz          1 

 
Option 1 

Bloods/biopsies 

Option 2 

Bloods only 

Option 3 

Slaughter plant 

Serum Se 

or GPx 
5 5 - 

Serum Mg 10 10 - 

Serum Cu 
or Fx 

- 10 - 

Liver Cu 5 - 5 

Liver Se - - 5 

https://gribblesvets.co.nz/images/MineralCheck/Mineral%20Check%20Dec12.pdf
https://gribblesvets.co.nz/images/MineralCheck/Mineral%20Check%20Dec12.pdf
mailto:Karen.cooper@gribbles.co.nz


Case of the 

month 
Clinical history: 

A female spayed Dachshund (4 years old) 

presented in October 2017 with onset of 

“peeling red skin” affecting the ventrum and 

pinnae (inner and outer surfaces at bases), 

with the skin scabbing.  No itchiness was 

noted.   She was treated with a topical antibi-

otic/anti-inflammatory cream. 

In February 2018 she was referred to a der-

matologist as had not improved.  Her skin 

was found to be thin and hard, very dry with 

“tenting” almost resulting in cracking.  Some 

surface bacteria but no Malassezia were 

seen. 

The groin and axillae demonstrated less hair 

than might normally be expected, and in the 

transition zone between normal and affected 

skin there was patchy pigmentary changes 

and some thinner zones of hair growth. 

Biopsies were taken from the transitional 

zones and submitted for histopathology. 

Histopathology: 

All sections reviewed were characterised 

mainly by variable mild epidermal hyperplasia 

and compact parakeratotic hyperkeratosis. 

Colonies of coccoid were occasionally seen 

within the keratin. The keratosis occasionally 

extended into follicles, which had sparse 

distribution (probably normal for glabrous 

skin) and were mostly in telogen although a 

few anagen bulbs were noted. 

Diagnosis can be found on page 4. 
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Protect the pet 

rabbits  
The importation and  release of 

RHDV1-K5 for control of the pest 

rabbit population has been approved 

and the product is likely to be re-

leased in various regions around the 

country at some stage soon.  Pet 

owners will need to ensure their ani-

mals are vaccinated so they are not 

affected if they come in contact with 

this virus. 

RHDV1 K5 is a variant of rabbit haemorrhag-

ic disease virus (RHDV1), which causes a 

fatal haemorrhagic disease in the European 

rabbit (Oryctolagus cuniculus).  It only causes 

infections in rabbits.  There is no cure for 

rabbit haemorrhagic disease (RHD) however 

a vaccine available for domestic and produc-

tion animals. 

Vaccination with Cylap®  

Cylap® (Zoetis) is available in New Zealand 

and has been helping to protect rabbits from 

the current RHDV1 for many years, however 

it does not claim to be efficacious against K5. 

The NSW Department of Primary Industries 

implemented a pilot study through the Inva-

sive Animals CRC to determine the suitability 

of Cylap® to protect domestic and production 

rabbits from RHDV1-K5.  All of the rabbits 

that were vaccinated with Cylap® survived 

the infection and none of the unvaccinated 

rabbits survived. Based on this study, the 

indications are that Cylap® will provide pro-

tection against K5. 

Rabbits at risk of exposure to K5 should be 

vaccinated with Cylap® (off-label protocol) 

and kept up-to-date. The Melbourne Rabbit 

Clinic’s (Australia’s first dedicated rabbit and 

guinea pig clinic) recommendation for Cylap® 

administration to protect against K5 is: 

 Vaccinate at 10-12 weeks 

 Booster at 14-16 weeks (off-label) 

 Booster 12 monthly (ongoing) 

The off-label component is the addition of 

one extra vaccination 4 weeks after the initial 

vaccination. Off-label use of the vaccination 

should only be done with consent from the 

owner. 

In all instances, vaccination should be admin-

istered to healthy animals, and a risk/benefit 

discussion with each owner is strongly rec-

ommended. Adverse events include skin 

reactions, inappetence and malaise, and 

should be notified. 

Biosecurity Measures 

 Control insects (especially flies and fleas) 

as much as possible both indoors and 

outdoors. Flies are the main vector 

through which the virus is spread.  

 Remove uneaten food on a daily basis.  

 Keep your pet rabbit indoors where pos-

sible. 

 Rabbit-proof your backyard to prevent 

access by wild rabbits. 

 Regularly decontaminate equipment and 

materials (e.g. cages, hutches, bowls) 

with either 10% bleach or 10% sodium 

hydroxide. 10minutes contact times is 

required, then rinse off. 

 Limit contact with and handling of unfa-

miliar pet rabbits. 

 Use good biosecurity measures (e.g. 

wash hands, shoes and clothing) after 

handling other people’s rabbits. 

 Avoid cutting grass and feeding it to your 

rabbits if there is the risk of contamination 

from wild rabbits. 

 Infected rabbits should be isolated and 

disposed of in a manner that will mini-

mise environmental contamination. 

References: 

www.landcareresearch.co.nz 

NZVA email bulletin 23 March 2017 

 



Update-canine  

leptospirosis  
For some time Gribbles Veterinary 

has offered a convenient panel 

covering three leptospira serovars.  

After receiving increased numbers 

of samples from sick and azotae-

mic dogs (from farm environments) 

with leptospira as one of the differ-

ential diagnoses, laboratory inves-

tigations were carried out to deter-

mine the serovars found. 

As well as Hardjo, Copenhageni and Po-

mona, Tarassovi was also added to the 

leptospira panel for this investigation.  All 

dogs had titres to one or more of the lepto-

spiral serovars.  The majority of dogs were 

strongly seropositive for Hardjo, fewer with 

Pomona and one being positive for Tar-

assovi and another with Copenhageni. 

Smaller non-specific titres were also 

measured.  

Based on this investigation and findings, 

we have now updated our paneI to include 

all 4 serovars.  This will help increase the 

likelihood of the infective serovar being 

detected, and more confidently rule out the 

non–specific titres to non-infective 

serovars.  Where low titres are measured, 

it is still necessary to repeat the serology 

10-14 days later in order to make a defi-

nite diagnosis.  

The panel price is now $53.70 (excl. GST) 

and individual serovars remain at $17.90 

(excl. GST) each. 

Can I pool my fixed  

tissues? 
What formalin fixed tissue samples can be put in the same con-

tainer when sending to the laboratory - e.g. Can I put a fetus 

with a lung, plus a placenta or other samples all in the same for-

malin container and send off for testing? 

The answer is yes, BUT only if the formalin:tissue ratio is at least 10:1. 

Samples from different locations that look similar histologically, but need to be 

assessed separately should however go in different containers, e.g. GIT biop-

sies from small animals, lymph nodes and skin biopsies. Most large animal 

samples can go together in the one container. 

Lab tip 
A quick check of your submission form 

before you pack it away with your sam-

ples is always recommended. 

We often receive forms that are miss-

ing some crucial piece of information 

causing delays with the processing of 

your samples.   

For example . . . without a species 

we’re unable to apply reference inter-

vals; no clinic name and we don’t know 

who to send results to; no client or 

animal name on the form means 

you’re unable to tell who the results 

belong to; no clinical history makes 

interpretation of results very difficult 

etc. etc. 

So thanks for taking the time and 

checking the form is good to go before 

sending it away! 

A1/A2 milk  

testing 
A new deal (February 2018) between 

Fonterra and The A2 Milk Company, 

means A2 milk will now become more 

available in New Zealand.   

Since November 2017, milk samples submitted to 

Gribbles Veterinary from dairy cattle can be test-

ed to determine if the animals produce type A1 

and/or A2 milk.  This information is potentially 

very valuable for New Zealand dairy farmers and 

may assist farmers with their herd management 

plans. 

If your clients would like to check their milk to 

determine if it is A1 or A2, check out the infor-

mation sheet here for sampling requirements. 
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https://gribblesvets.co.nz/images/Information_sheets/Production_animal/abortion-investigation-bovine.pdf
https://gribblesvets.co.nz/images/How_to_guides/How-to-A1A2-testing.pdf
https://gribblesvets.co.nz/images/How_to_guides/How-to-A1A2-testing.pdf
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Snippets 
 Weekly facial eczema reporting - 

faciale.monitor@gribbles.co.nz 

email spore counts to us before 

2pm each Thursday.  Reports will 

be posted each Thursday after-

noon to our website. 

 Easter long weekend - all of our 

laboratories will be CLOSED for 

the entire long weekend.  Please 

avoid sending samples overnight 

on the Thursday prior, as they will 

likely be unsuitable for testing 

when received on Tuesday April 

3rd. 

 A BIG thank you to everyone who 

participated in our recent client 

satisfaction survey.  For those of 

you who requested a follow-up by 

a business development or labora-

tory manager, we’ll be in touch 

soon.  The winner of the fabulous 

box of wine is Amy Burnett from 

Animates Vetcare Botany 

Downs! 

99.5% of veterinary 

clinic staff surveyed 

were more than happy 

with the quality of  

results from Gribbles 

Veterinary! 

 

Contact us 
Contacting Gribbles Veterinary couldn’t be easier. 

Case of the month 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 

Diagnosis:  Contact irritant reaction  

Comment: 

The main lesions seen in this case were confined to the epidermis. The main differential 

diagnoses would be a contact irritant reaction (perhaps to the topical cream used initially) or 

non-epidermolytic icthyosis; however the latter would tend to have a more widespread dis-

tribution and start at a younger age. "Seborrhoea" might also be considered. 

The topical cream was discontinued and after one month of supportive care, the patient 

was much improved - see photographs below. 

THANKS TO DEBBIE SIMPSON, THE SKIN VET FOR GIVING US PERMISSION TO USE THIS 

INTERESTING CASE AND FOR PROVIDING THE PHOTOGRAPHS. 

EMAIL 

auckland.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

hamilton.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

palmerston.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

christchurch.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

dunedin.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

PHONE 

0800 474 225 

WEBSITE 

www.gribblesvets.co.nz 

FACEBOOK   

www.facebook.com/GribblesNZ 

Last but not least, please feel free to contact your local 

business development manager: 

 

UPPER NORTH ISLAND 

Jennifer Mair 

027 476 7714 

EASTERN NORTH ISLAND 

Jo Drake 

027 444 7095 

LOWER NORTH ISLAND 

Rachel Whitehead 

027 604 8690 

SOUTH ISLAND 

Jack Gillman 

027 476 7713 

mailto:faciale.monitor@gribbles.co.nz
mailto:auckland.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz
mailto:hamilton.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz
mailto:palmerston.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz
mailto:christchurch.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz
mailto:dunedin.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz
http://www.gribblesvets.co.nz
http://www.facebook.com/GribblesNZ
http://www.facebook.com/GribblesNZ
http://www.gribbles.co.nz/
mailto:jimmy.douglas@gribbles.co.nz
mailto:jo.drake@gribbles.co.nz
mailto:jack.gillman@gribbles.co.nz

