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Welcome 
Welcome to a new edition of our news-

letter.   

This month you ‘meet’ our fabulous 

pathology team, find out about plasma 

ACTH testing in equids, a heads-up 

regarding pricing changes effective 1 

July, a great Case of the Month and a 

whole bunch more. 

If you have any questions about this 

issue or have a suggestion for articles 

to feature, please just get in touch. 

Kind regards, 

Karen Cooper 

Marketing Administrator 

0800 474 225 I www.gribblesvets.co.nz          1 

A stellar team of 

pathologists! 
At Gribbles Veterinary, our 

outstanding team of pathologists is 

one of our greatest strengths.  Over 

the past few months we have been 

featuring one pathologists in each 

issue of this newsletter.  In response 

to client feedback, we are going to 

feature them all in this issue to 

enable you to see the team as a 

whole. 

The Gribbles Veterinary network currently 

employs fifteen highly experienced 

veterinary pathologists based throughout  

New Zealand.  Between them they have 

around 300 years experience in veterinary 

pathology!   

Many are American College of Veterinary 

Pathology board-certified and several are 

Registered Specialists in veterinary 

pathology. This fabulous team works 

collaboratively to provide practitioners with 

expert advice, diagnostic interpretation and 

consultation in order to help veterinarians 

give the very best care for their patients and 

clients.  

So no matter where you are in New Zealand, 

there is always someone “local”, who fully 

understands New Zealand conditions and 

diseases to look after you. 

(AU = Auckland; HA = Hamilton; PN = Palmerston 

North; CH = Christchurch; DU = Dunedin) 

Pathologist Lab Special interests 

Amy Weeden AU Clinical pathology 

Cathy Harvey AU Histopathology, cytology, wildlife and zoo animal pathology  

Julie Tomlinson AU Companion animal clinical pathology and medicine  

Lisa Hulme-Moir AU 
Companion and production animal clinical pathology, POC testing, equine 

endocrinology  

Michael Hardcastle AU Histopathology, immunohistochemistry and dermatopathology 

Jenni Donald HA Clinical pathology, cytology in companion animal and equine medicine  

Bernie Vaatstra PN 
Histopathology, production animal diseases, companion animal surgical 

pathology, cytology  

Geoff Orbell PN 
Histopathology, dermatopathology, oncologic-pathology and production 

animal pathology  

Hania Klobukowska PN Histopathology, small and large animal pathology, oncology  

Janice Thompson PN 
Clinical pathology, haematology, clinical biochemistry, cytopathology and 

endocrinology  

Kathryn Jenkins PN 
Clinical pathology, haematology and cytology of cats, dogs, small mam-

mals, birds and exotic species  

Karen Bailey CH Clinical pathology, microbiology  

Rebecca Allan CH Clinical pathology, small animal haematology and cytology  

Rob Fairley CH 
Histopathology, dermatopathology, porcine and production animal patholo-

gy  

John Gill DU 
Histopathology, clinical pathology, diseases of farmed animals, fish and 

wildlife  

mailto:Karen.cooper@gribbles.co.nz


Plasma ACTH 

testing – ponies, 

donkeys and other 

factors 
LISA HULME-MOIR 

Measurement of plasma ACTH is 

now widely accepted as the 

screening test of choice for Pars 

Pituitary Intermedia Dysfunction 

(PPID) in horses. However while we 

are gaining a level of comfort with 

using this test, it is worth keeping in 

mind that a number of factors can 

interfere with testing and should be 

considered when collecting samples 

and interpreting results.  

Pre-analytical factors that can temporarily 

increase ACTH concentrations include recent 

transportation, heavy exercise, sedation/

anaesthesia, pain, and illness.1 Generally it is 

thought that pain and illness need to be 

moderate to severe to have a significant 

impact on results, but as the effect of pre-

analytical factors are generally not well 

characterised, it is recommended to avoid 

these if at all possible (i.e. only test 

unsedated horses that are otherwise well and 

have not been recently exercised or 

transported). 

In addition to physiological influences on 

ACTH, there has been some recent 

information in the scientific literature to 

suggest the magnitude of the seasonal 

increase in ACTH may vary in different 

breeds. Several researchers have noted 

higher ACTH concentrations in pony breeds 

in autumn (especially Welsh ponies and 

Shetland ponies) and have suggested that 

the reference intervals we use for the 

seasonal increase in ACTH may not be 

entirely appropriate.2,3 Until this is more 

thoroughly investigated, test results from 

ponies during the autumn should be 

interpreted cautiously with careful 

consideration of the clinical picture and 

signalment. 

There is also some uncertainty over 

reference limits for donkeys. Only a very 

small amount of information is available in 

the literature on ACTH in donkeys and what 

is present is somewhat conflicting. One study 

from the US found that ACTH concentrations 

in the early summer were higher in donkeys 

(mean ± SD = 66 ± 20.7 pg/mL) compared to 

horses (18.7 ± 6.8 pg/mL).4 However work 

performed in the UK on donkeys relinquished 

to the Donkey Sanctuary, reported lower 

mean concentrations of 40.2 pg/mL.5 No 

details were given however on the time of 

year when testing was performed in this latter 

study.  

In order to provide some guidelines for 

interpreting ACTH concentrations in New 

Zealand donkeys, we are currently gathering 

data from clinically healthy donkeys with the 

assistance of a veterinarian in clinical 

practice. Initial results collected over March 

and April suggest donkeys in NZ do have 

higher ACTH concentrations than horses. 

The mean ACTH concentration (± S.D) from 

29 clinically healthy donkeys (mean age = 9.5 

years, range = 3-24 years) was 82 pg/mL (± 

45.5, range 35-227 pg/mL). This is compared 

to our data from clinically healthy horses 

(n=19) in March and April, which found a 

mean concentration of 38.1 pg/mL ± 8.9 

(range 21.7-54.9). Further testing is planned 

for the non-autumn period and a thorough 

summary of the results will be published at 

completion. 
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Case of the month 
Clinical history: 

A mob of 200 weaner deer were transferred 

between properties the same day as being 

given a mineral and anthelmentic drench. 

They were in good health on arrival at the new 

farm, but a few days after being fed silage they 

started dying. Most of the mob died over a 4-5 

day period.  Multiple lesions were seen in the 

lung with suspect lungworm (see photo right). 

Lung was sent to the laboratory for histology 

testing, along with intestinal contents for 

enteric screen, faeces for faecal egg count, 

and liver for trace element testing. 

Laboratory testing: 

Intestinal contents grew Yersinia 

enterocolitica; copper and selenium levels 

were within the adequate range; 600 strongyle 

eggs/g were seen in the faeces.  

Histology of the lung revealed many airways 

containing lungworm larvae admixed with 

eosinophils, neutrophils, and karyorrhectic 

debris. Adult nematodes were present with 

large airways. There was marked bronchial 

mucosal hyperplasia. Moderate numbers of 

lymphocytes, plasma cells, and eosinophils 

were found to expand the interstitium. Alveoli 

were often enlarged and coalesced. 

Diagnosis and discussion can be found on page 4. 
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We have a new 

owner 
Please be advised that the 

proposed change in 

ownership of our ASX-listed 

parent company, Healthscope 

Limited, to Brookfield 

Business Partners occurred 

on 6 June 2019.   

There will be no change to our day 

to day operations in New Zealand 

under Brookfield ownership.  Our 

mission continues to be providing 

the highest quality laboratory and 

pathology services to veterinarians 

throughout New Zealand. 

Brookfield is a global business with 

around $500 billion of assets under 

management and employs more 

than 100,000 people in over 30 

countries.  It is one of the world’s 

largest asset managers with 

investment in real estate, renewable 

power, infrastructure, industrials and 

services.  They excited about future 

developments and investment in the 

New Zealand pathology business. 

Should you require any further 

information please let me know. 

Kind regards, 

James Richardson 

General Manager 

Gribbles Veterinary Pathology Ltd 
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New price book 

effective 1 July 
New price books were posted out to 

all clinics at the beginning of June.  

If you haven’t received one yet, 

please just get in touch and we can 

send one out to you. 

Where clinics have personalised 

biochemistry panels in place, the price 

increase on these will be the same as that 

for routine biochemistry testing (2%).  

To make updating your practice 

management software easier, we can also 

provide you with Excel versions of our 

pricing. Should you require this, additional 

hardcopies or an electronic version of the 

price book, please contact your local 

Gribbles Veterinary laboratory or business 

development manager.  Copies of the 

consumable order form can of course be 

downloaded from our website at any time. 

As well as changes to pricing, there are a 

couple of other changes to the price book:   

 Bulk milk & BVD testing - we have 

added in this new section with all the 

BVD and bulk milk testing options 

(instead of having them spread 

throughout the Serology and PCR 

sections).  This should make it easier 

for you to find all the options available.  

Please note, our new Herd Guardian 

bulk milk packages are now also 

included. 

 Calf scour panels - Coronavirus has 

been added to the 1-4 week panel and 

removed from the <1 week panel.   

Enteric disease in calves due to 

coronavirus is most commonly seen in 

animals aged between 1-3 weeks. As 

discussed in the October 2018 issue of 

VetScript (Calf diarrhoea diagnostics), 

coronavirus was not detected in any 

animals aged <1 week old and is 

generally only found in animals from 1-6 

weeks old.  Please note, in the new 

price book the <1 week panel has not 

been updated to exclude coronavirus.  

The price for this <1 week panel has 

been reduced to  $94.84 ex GST. 

We would like to take this opportunity to 

thank you for choosing Gribbles Veterinary 

as your preferred supplier of veterinary 

pathology services, your business and 

support mean a lot to us.   

Gribbles Veterinary remains committed to 

adding value to your business and will do 

everything possible to ensure that we 

continue to provide you with a reliable and 

cost effective service.   

What’s out 

there? 
Here is a summary of 

recent interesting cases 

from around our network 

of laboratories: 

 

Laboratory Diseases 

Auckland Trichomoniasis in multiple wild pigeons and doves; Chlamydiosis in doves; 

1080 toxicity in cattle; Osteopenia in lambs causing fractures; Mycoplasma ovis 

in anaemic sheep. 

Hamilton Zinc toxicity in cattle; Yersiniosis in weaners; Salmonella Typhimurium in cattle; 

Nitrate toxicity in cattle. 

Palmerston North Chronic acorn toxicity in cattle mimicking BVD; Zinc toxicity in cattle; Renal 

failure in Hereford weaners due to superphosphate toxicity. 

Christchurch Aspergillosis in Kakapo; Yersiniosis in deer; Hookworm in dog; Salmonella 

Brandenburg abortion in cattle; Nitrate poisoning; Lead toxicity in wild birds. 

Dunedin Severe lungworm outbreak in weaner deer; Outbreak of Marek’s in layer flock 

North Otago. 
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Contact us 
Contacting Gribbles Veterinary couldn’t be easier. 

EMAIL 

auckland.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

hamilton.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

palmerston.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

christchurch.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

dunedin.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

PHONE 

0800 474 225 

WEBSITE 

www.gribblesvets.co.nz 

FACEBOOK   

www.facebook.com/GribblesNZ 

Snippets 
 Conference competition 

winner - a big thank you to 

everyone who visited our stand 

and took part in our quiz at the 

Wellington NZVA conference in 

May.  The winner of the 

competition is Marquita 

Gelderman from Carevets Te 

Atatu - congratulations and 

enjoy your wine! 

 Queenstown DCV conference 

- visit us on stand 12, meet the 

team, learn about our updated 

bulk milk packages and have a 

bit of fun.  See you there! 

 New price book error - as of 1 

July 2019 the calf scour panel 

<1 week will have coronavirus 

removed.  The price will be 

reduced to $94.84 ex. GST.  

 Our website is moving to a 

new platform and we’ve 

changed the flow so you won’t 

need to log in to access most of 

the information available.  Our 

intention is to keep it simple, 

improve accessibility to what is 

important, and to make it easier 

to find what you need.  Watch 

this space for updates! 

Last but not least, please feel free to contact your local territory manager: 

 Rachel Whitehead - Category Manager, Production animals 

Rachel.whitehead@gribbles.co.nz - 027 604 8690 

 Chrissy Bray - Category Manager, Analytical & Companion animals 

Chrissy.bray@gribbles.co.nz - 027 569 1169 

 Tom Berry - Territory Manager 

Tom.berry@gribbles.co.nz - 027 292 3057 

 Jack Gillman - Territory Manager 

Jack.gillman@gribbles.co.nz - 027 476 7713 

 Debra Bass - Territory Manager 

Debra.bass@gribbles.co.nz - 027 476 7714 

Case of the month 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 

Diagnosis and comments:  

Histology confirmed severe lungworm infestation in the deer. The lesions were serious 

enough to explain respiratory failure and death. 

Weaner deer in their first autumn and winter are the most susceptible to infection. This is 

because they have not yet developed full immunity and lungworm larvae are often 

present in high numbers during this time. Deer of all age groups may carry burdens but 

usually young stock or heavily stressed animals will develop more severe infections.  

Moving naïve animals onto an infected property may have triggered an outbreak in this 

case.  

A big loss 
Staff at Gribbles Veterinary are deeply saddened by 

the recent death of Brian Cox.  Brian was a vet with a 

big personality who worked as a pathologist in our 

Christchurch laboratory for many years, until his recent 

retirement.  He is survived by wife Jenny, ex-wife 

Myfanwy, children Vicki, Thomas, Jose, their partners 

and six grandchildren. 

Photograph below: Lungworm larvae in alveoli with associated inflammation. H&E 200x. 
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