
Point of care  

services 
Is your clinic: 

 Looking at bringing diagnostic testing in-

house through a point of care (POC) 

analyser but don’t know where to start? 

 Already using a POC device and looking 

to upgrade, but don’t have time to 

research the options to determine the 

best fit for your practice’s requirements?  

 Looking for a Quality Assurance 

programme to give you some 

confidence in the results of your POC 

analyser? 

Gribbles Veterinary is excited to offer 

practice owners and veterinarians a 

comprehensive and professional advisory 

service to support you in your POC analyser 

selection, enabling you to better understand 

the analysers’ limitations and how to 

facilitate improved results management.  

We have completed an extensive technical 

review of the latest biochemistry POC 

analysers available in New Zealand, 

assessing performance using ASVCP* 

guidelines. The review included gathering 

data from peer reviewed publications and 

manufacturers’ validation records, plus 

comprehensive side-by-side performance 

analysis with our laboratory analysers, using 

samples from New Zealand cats and dogs. 

As a result, impartial technical reports of the 

performance and precision of these POC 

analysers have been prepared to assist 

clinics with decision making processes.  

Gribbles’ POC service includes:  

 Technical reports of analyser 

performance and precision 

 Assistance selecting appropriate POC 

analyser for your clinic 

 Guidelines on cost analysis of 

consumables  

 External QA programme for proficiency 

testing - a must for all analysers, giving 

you confidence in your results  

 Laboratory Integration for seamless 

results management, pathologist 

interpretation and support 

 On-going CPD 

This POC service will provide the support 

you need to produce repeatable and reliable 

results, as well as ensure you are confident 

using your in-house diagnostic equipment. 

Talk to us today, and take the first steps to 

ensure your clinic is using the right POC 

analyser and are obtaining the most value 

from it, whilst promoting the highest 

standard of care for your patients.  

We are here to help, no matter what brand 

of analyser you chose. 

* American Society for Veterinary Clinical Pathologists 
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Welcome 
Welcome to the first edition of our 

newsletter for 2019.  Starting the year 

off with a bang, we’re very excited to 

offer you a fabulous support service to 

help with all decisions around clinic 

analysers, no matter what brand.  We 

have seasonal reminders, testing up-

dates and of course a cracking case of 

the month. 

If you have any questions about this 

issue or have a suggestion for articles 

to feature, please just get in touch. 

Kind regards, 

Karen Cooper 

Marketing Administrator 

Composite FECs 
Just in time for the busy season, composite 

faecal egg counts can now be done on 4-15 

samples instead of just 10-15.  This will 

make it cheaper for FECs to be carried out 

on multiple animals!  Pricing is as listed in 

our current price book. 
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Campylobacter in 

enteric screens 
As of 1 March 2019, Gribbles 

Veterinary will no longer be 

including Campylobacter culture in 

production animal enteric screens, 

but  will be including Listeria culture 

instead. 

Campylobacter spp. are normal 

gastrointestinal commensals in production 

animals and have not been proven to be 

associated with enteric disease in New 

Zealand. Campylobacter has only been 

proven to cause reproductive disease 

(abortion and infertility) in New Zealand 

sheep and cattle. 

Listeria monocytogenes has however been 

confirmed as a cause of enteric disease in 

New Zealand cattle and sheep, usually 

when being fed poor quality silage. Listeria 

spp. are soil saprophytes, therefore false 

positive cultures may occur with soil 

ingestion. 

Campylobacter culture can still be 

requested on production animal enteric 

samples individually if required.  Pricing for 

the updated enteric screens 1 & 3 will 

remain the same, but the final results will 

now be available within 2-3 days as 

Listeria culture is far quicker than that for 

Campylobacter. 

The panel descriptions in the price book 

and submission form will be unchanged 

until the next reprint. 

There will be no change to the panels for 

companion animals or horses. 
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2017 

 Fairley RA, Pesavento PA, Clark RG. Listeria 

monocytogenes infection of the alimentary tract 

(enteric listeriosis) of sheep in New Zealand. 

Journal of Comparative Pathology. 146; 308-13, 
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 Fairley RA, Colson M. Enteric listeriosis in 10 

month-old calves. Society of Sheep and Beef 
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Pathologist’s 

corner 
Karen Bailey graduated from 

Massey University with a BVSc. 

(Distinction) in 1983 and worked as 

a veterinarian in the meat industry 

before returning to Massey to 

complete a doctorate in veterinary 

clinical science. She then entered a 

small animal practice in central 

Auckland until moving to the United 

Kingdom.  On her return to New 

Zealand, Karen joined the staff at 

MAF's Lincoln Animal Health 

Laboratory.  In 1999, Karen joined 

the staff of LabWorks Animal Health, 

now Gribbles Veterinary 

Christchurch. 

With over 20 years experience as a 

pathologist, Karen enjoys all aspects 

of diagnostic and clinical pathology, 

and has particular interests in 

companion animal cytology and 

endocrinology, and microbiology. 
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Case of the 

month 
MIKE HARDCASTLE 

Clinical history: 

Seven 6–week old calves from a mob of 38 

died, some after showing neurological 

signs including shaking, vocalising and 

frothing at the mouth.  They had been 

dehorned and vaccinated with 7-in-1 two 

weeks prior.  

Histopathology: 

Multiple tissues from three of the calves 

were submitted for histopathology.  The 

changes seen in most organs were subtle 

and non-specific. In the brain of one calf, 

two thalamic nuclei near the third ventricle 

were congested with vacuolation of the 

neuropil. In the brain of another there was 

subtle vacuolation of the neuropil in deep 

grey matter laminae in one section of 

cortex.  

See diagnosis on page 4. 



Prepare for facial  

eczema 
Facial eczema causes drops in 

production, skin conditions and 

sometimes death, but not all animals 

will display clinical signs.   

Gribbles Veterinary offers a range of cost 

effective solutions to assist veterinarians 

monitor facial eczema (FE) risk, minimise 

incidence of the disease, check your 

management programme is working and 

assess the damage caused by sporidesmin 

ingestion.  

Monitor spore counts: 

Gribbles Veterinary co-ordinates a national 

FE spore count monitoring service during the 

summer months. This service has already 

started for 2019, so if you or local farmers 

perform spore counts, send them to us at 

faciale.monitor@gribbles.co.nz by 2pm each 

Thursday to be included in the weekly report.  

The report is emailed out to contributors and 

is also available on our website.   

Protect: 

Protection measures include, not grazing 

high spore count paddocks, feeding 

supplements, spraying pastures with 

fungicide, and treating animals with zinc. 

Zinc sulphate can be added to drinking 

water, zinc oxide given as a drench and zinc 

additives applied to feeds or given as a slow 

release bolus.  

Assessing if sufficient zinc is being dosed 

into the water supply can be achieved by 

measuring the concentration of zinc in water. 

Collect a 50mL pottle of water from a well 

mixed trough and submit to your local  

laboratory for analysis.  

Predict risk / monitor management: 

There are a variety of testing options that 

can assist determining if animals are at risk 

or to check that your management 

programme is working. It is recommended 

that 10 cows are selected to test for serum 

zinc and GGT 3-6 weeks after your 

management programme has started*.  Our 

discounted FE Check panel* is perfect as 

part of any management programme - it 

checks for any signs of liver damage and 

determines if serum zinc levels are 

adequate.  

Assess damage: 

GGT is produced by bile duct epithelial cells 

damaged by sporidesmin ingestion. Collect 

serum samples from animals suspected of 

being affected by sporidesmin and measure 

GGT levels. If prevention and protection 

measures haven’t succeeded, a guide to the 

degree of biliary damage is provided by an 

increase in GGT concentration: mild (100-

300 IU/L); moderate (300-800 IU/L); and 

severe (800-1000 IU/L). 

Tests available and reference intervals: 

Spore counts (pasture or faeces) 

 > 20,000/g of pasture – preventative 

treatment required  

 > 40,000/g of pasture – toxic range, 

control measures required to limit 

damage  

 Sheep: >600,000/g of faeces – moderate 

challenge is occurring  

 Cattle: >75,000/g of faeces - 

preventative measures required  

Zinc concentration (serum, faeces, water) 

 Serum - 18-34 µmol/L (protective) 

 Faeces - >200 mg/kg faeces (protective) 

 Water - 60-230 mg Zn/L (protective) 

GGT concentration (serum) 

 <75 IU/L - no effects of sporidesmin on 

liver. 

Find our FE information sheet here. 

* FE Check - 10x serum GGT and Zn - recommended 
by Dairy NZ - Facial eczema: Management for New 
Zealand dairy herds. 

Autumn trace 

element testing 
Promote autumn / end of lactation 

status checks with your clients using 

the Gribbles Veterinary Mineral 

Check made-to-measure (M2M) 

testing options, and maximize the 

effectiveness of on-farm mineral 

management strategies.  

Tissue sampling in the autumn or at drying 

off provides an opportunity to ensure trace 

elements and magnesium concentrations 

are appropriate heading in to winter, and 

assess any effects of sporidesmin on the 

liver. Options for sample collection include 

collecting liver and/ or blood samples on-

farm, or getting liver samples collected at the 

slaughter plant.  

Don’t forget, last year Gribbles Veterinary 

reviewed data from trace element testing in 

New Zealand and consequently made some 

changes to testing recommendations: 

Liver copper: 

Recommended sample size changed from 

5 to ≥10 (for all species).  This will provide 

75% confidence that the mean of the 

samples is representative of the herd as 

opposed to approximately 55% confidence 

for the previous recommendation of 5 liver 

samples. 

Serum copper:  

Copper sequestration in the clotting process 

has been found to cause an artefactually 

lower copper serum result. The adequacy 

value for serum copper in cattle has 

changed from >8µmol/L to 7µmol/L. 

For more information on recommended 

autumn testing and discounted testing 

options plus a handy cheat-sheet to help you 

decide which testing is appropriate during 

each season, contact your local business 

development manager or visit our website 

now.  
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Case of the month 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 

Diagnosis:  

Initial findings were inconclusive, prompting a suggestion of acute lead toxicity since that 

can cause dramatic signs but few histological lesions. 

Special stains on kidney sections revealed frequent tubular epithelial intra-nuclear acid-fast 

inclusions approximately the size of a nucleolus.  These lesions were consistent with lead 

toxicity.  Lead testing was performed on a liver sample, and demonstrated concentrations 

consistent with lead poisoning. The source was not immediately obvious, but after clinical 

investigation, small areas of paint were found on boards in the calf shed; these were tested 

and confirmed to contain lead.  

THANKS TO JENNI PETERSEN AT NORVET SERVICES FOR THIS INTERESTING 

CASE. 

Photograph below:  Small areas of lead paint are highlighted.  The paint was barely visible and not obvious until it 

was looked for. 

Snippets 
 PKD PCR testing - an EDTA 

sample is now preferred instead of 

a buccal swab for this testing. 

 Clinical history - please 

remember to supply a relevant 

clinical history with all cases.  This 

information is especially critical for 

samples sent for histopathology, 

and all cases requiring veterinary 

interpretation. Don’t leave us in 

the dark…tell us what you know. 

 Unlabelled samples are a 

potential source of error in the lab. 

Please ensure the animal name or 

ID is clearly written on all sample 

containers and submission forms.  

Glass slides (cytology and blood 

smears) must have the animal 

name on the slide (and site if there 

is more than one) -  adhering a 

label to the slide box is  not 

sufficient.  If samples are not 

labelled, we can not confidently 

report the results as belonging to 

that animal so will report them as 

NO ID (or similar).   

 Ionised calcium - this testing is 

not available in our Palmerston 

North laboratory.  Please send  

directly to Auckland or Hamilton 

instead to ensure sample integrity. 

Contact us 
Contacting Gribbles Veterinary couldn’t be easier. 

EMAIL 

auckland.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

hamilton.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

palmerston.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

christchurch.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

dunedin.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

PHONE 

0800 474 225 

WEBSITE 

www.gribblesvets.co.nz 

FACEBOOK   

www.facebook.com/GribblesNZ 

Last but not least, please feel free to contact your local 

business development manager: 

 

UPPER NORTH ISLAND 

Jennifer Mair 

027 476 7714 

EASTERN NORTH ISLAND 

Jo Drake 

027 444 7095 

LOWER NORTH ISLAND 

Rachel Whitehead 

027 604 8690 

SOUTH ISLAND 

Jack Gillman 

027 476 7713 
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