
Fabulous new 
pathologists 

on-board 
Gribbles Veterinary is delighted to 

add two more outstanding  and well 

known pathologists to our team.  

This will increase our total number 

of pathologists to 16 nationwide.  

Our pathology team includes 12 

diplomates of the ACVP; 7 regis-

tered specialists; 5 PhDs; 269 

years of pathology experience; and 

80 years of clinical experience.   

Rebecca Allan started her working life as a 

registered nurse then jumped species and 

headed to Massey University to veterinary 

school, where she found her love for clinical 

pathology. After graduating with a BVSc. in 

1996 and a short stint in small animal prac-

tice, she completed a residency in clinical 

pathology at Massey University from 1998-

2000 and has worked in veterinary diagnos-

tic laboratories ever since. She enjoys all 

aspects of her job, especially small animal 

haematology and cytology.  

When not behind a microscope, you can 

find her in the great outdoors on a mountain 

bike, walking her schnoodle Tilly or spend-

ing time her beloved family and friends.  

Rebecca will be based in our Palmerston 

North laboratory and can be contacted on 

06 356 7100 or Rebecca.allan 

@gribbles.co.nz. 

Cathy Harvey graduated from Massey Uni-

versity in 1987 with a BVSc., then worked 

in practice in Waikato for 3 years prior to 

undertaking a 5-year pathology residency 

at the University of Pennsylvania  in 1992.  

In 1997 Cathy passed her American board 

examinations and became a Diplomate of 

the ACVP (anatomic pathology).  For the 

following two years she worked as a pathol-

ogy fellow at the San Diego Zoo. 

Since returning to New Zealand in 1999 

Cathy has worked in veterinary diagnostic 

laboratories as an anatomic pathologist, 

and became a Registered Specialist in 

Veterinary Anatomic Pathology in 2009. 

Cathy has extensive experience in histo-

pathology and post mortems, clinical pa-

thology interpretations, cytology and  a 

special interest in wildlife pathology. 

Cathy will be based in our Auckland labora-

tory and can be contacted on 09 574 4724 

or cathy.harvey@gribbles.co.nz. 
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Welcome 
Welcome to a new edition of our news-

letter.   

This month we introduce our two fabu-

lous new pathologists, remind you of 

seasonal testing of interest and to 

participate in a client survey, provide 

you with a new Case of the Month, 

plus much more! 

If you have any questions regarding 

this newsletter, please don’t hesitate to 

contact me. 

Kind regards, 

Karen Cooper 

Marketing Assistant 

0800 474 225 I www.gribblesvets.co.nz          1 
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Case of the 

month 
Clinical history: 

A mob of about 30 tail-end autumn born jer-

sey calves were being grazed for 3 days in a 

small ex-sheep paddock by an old house. 

Feed quality pretty rough.  Various plants 

growing through the fences were nibbled on 

(see photo right). 

Two animals were dead on arrival and 5 

recumbent.  All recumbent animals subse-

quently died.  Post mortem examination of 

two calves showed variably swollen and red 

mottled to diffusely purple-red livers. 

Samples of multiple tissues from one calf 

were submitted to the laboratory for histo-

pathology testing. 

Histopathology: 

The tissues were processed and were mostly 

unremarkable, except for evidence of mild 

gastrointestinal parasitism (some coccidial 

life stages and “crypt abscesses” in the small 

intestine, and abomasal nematodes with 

mucous metaplasia).  

In the liver there was marked acute centri-

lobular necrosis with occasional bridging 

between central veins. 

Diagnosis can be found on page 4. 
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Bovine  
abortion  

investigations 
Abortions may be idiopathic or the 

result of metabolic or hormonal ab-

normalities, nutritional deficiencies, 

trauma, toxicities, or infectious pro-

cesses.  Abortion diagnosis can be 

challenging and the cause is only 

identified about half the time, alt-

hough lesions and inflammation may 

be seen more often.   

Investigation of the cause of bovine abortions 

has previously relied on a combination of 

histopathological examination of fetal tissues 

and placenta, along with bacterial and fungal 

culture of fetal stomach contents or tissue in 

combination with serological tests.  PCR 

techniques can now be applied to aborted 

tissues to assist with the diagnosis of abor-

tion. 

Use of PCR technology increases the ability 

to search for pathogens implicated in bovine 

abortion but is an adjunct to other conven-

tional laboratory tests, rather than replacing 

them.  A full bovine abortion diagnostic 

workup can involve a combination of microbi-

ology, histopathology and now PCR testing to 

increase the chances of confirming the cause 

of the abortion. Appropriate sample collection 

is integral in helping determine the cause. 

Samples to collect 

Ideally collect the fetus, placenta and dam 

sera if available. If this is not possible, then 

collect whatever you can. If there is no pla-

centa with the fetus, check the dam to see if 

a sample can be retrieved from her*. 

From the dam: serum and placenta* (fresh 

and fixed) 

From the fetus: 

 If performing a field necropsy collect - 

 Fixed - brain, lung, liver, kidney, 

heart, spleen, skeletal muscle, and 

placenta*, plus any gross lesions. 

 Fresh - sterile stomach contents, 

lung, fetal fluid (thoracic) or heart 

blood and placenta. 

 Alternatively send the entire fetus to the 

laboratory for a necropsy. 

Laboratory Testing  

 Histopathology on all tissues, including 

placenta is highly recommended. 

 PCR testing on fetal stomach contents. 

 Serum for Neospora, Leptospira and 

BVD can be held for testing later if, or 

when required. 

 Microbiology and mycology on stomach 

contents or lung, and/or placenta (if not 

grossly contaminated). 

BVD Testing 

 Be aware that it is unclear whether hav-

ing a positive BVD fetus means it aborted 

because of the virus. The fetus may be a 

persistently infected neonate and aborted 

from some other cause.  

 Fetal autolysis affects the BVD tests, 

particularly the antigen ELISA which we 

used to perform on spleen. It causes 

false positives so we now only recom-

mend you submit heart blood or thoracic 

fluid (it is often quite bloody) for testing 

using PCR.  

 A fetus that is mummified/dried cannot be 

tested for BVD. 

 BVD antibody ELISA may be used in late 

term fetus’ (>150 days gestation) once 

the immune system has developed. 

Please refer to the information sheet/

submission form on our website for more 

information and our current price book for 

pricing.   

If you have any questions or would like any 

further information, please contact your local 

Gribbles Veterinary laboratory, or your busi-

ness development manager. 

https://www.gribblesvets.co.nz/images/Information_sheets/Production_animal/abortion-investigation-bovine.pdf


Beware toxic algae 
As temperatures continue to rise across much of the country, 

several regional councils have issued warnings advising of in-

creased levels of toxic algae (cyanobacteria) at rivers and lakes, 

and highlighting the potential impact on human and animal 

health.  

Algal growth typically increases during the summer because of warmer temper-

atures, lower river flows and lake levels, and infrequent rainfall to flush algae 

away. Symptoms of poisoning in animals include lethargy, muscle tremors, fast 

breathing, twitching, paralysis and convulsions. 

Practitioners receiving reports of sudden death or suspected poisoning should 

consider including cyanobacterial (blue-green algae) toxicosis among their dif-

ferentials. If confronted 

with this scenario, contact 

your local Gribbles Veteri-

nary laboratory and ask for 

information on toxin analy-

sis and sample collection.  

eResults - lab 

results at your 

fingertips 
Gribbles Veterinary’s free online 

results service is something not to 

be missed.  Not only does eRe-

sults offer great flexibility to practi-

tioners and clinic staff in general 

but, used in conjunction with  

VetAlert it also means that veteri-

narians working remotely or out on 

client visits are able to make clini-

cal decisions without having to 

telephone the clinic or the labora-

tory.  

eResults is available free of charge to all 

Gribbles Veterinary clients. Users are 

provided with a username and password, 

enabling them to access the eResults 

service on their preferred device. Once 

logged in, users can access all results 

from their clinic via a simple to use search 

function (search parameters include owner 

name, animal/herd name, submitter refer-

ence, case number and date range). From 

within eResults, Gribbles Veterinary test 

reports can be viewed on screen, emailed, 

printed or saved to another location.  

Visit the website, register for a user ac-

count, download the app from the 

AppStore or Google-play:  

http://eresults.gribbles.co.nz 

To find out more about eResults and the 

many ways in which Gribbles Veterinary 

can assist your practice, contact your local 

laboratory or speak to your business de-

velopment manager. 

Lab tip 
In this hot weather, we have 

noticed a deterioration in the 

quality of some samples being 

received at our laboratories.  

Some are even arriving in an 

unsuitable condition for testing. 

We recommend you include an 

ice-pack of some description 

with your samples if you are 

sending them to the laboratory 

via courier.  We are happy to 

return the ice-packs to you. 

The exceptions to the “chilled is 

best rule” are blood/cytology 

smears and histology samples.  

Please leave these at room 

temperature prior to transport.  

See this ‘How To’ guide on our 

website for more information. 

Survey reminder 
Our client satisfaction survey is still up 

and running and we’d really love to get 

your opinion on how we’re doing and 

what we can improve. 

Everyone who completes the survey will be 

entered into a draw for a fabulous box of wine. 

The survey contains only 13 questions and 

should take no more than 10 minutes to com-

plete. Feedback gathered from this survey will 

allow us to enhance and improve the service we 

offer to you. 

You can access the survey by following this link. 

The survey will be open until the end of Febru-

ary 2018. Your participation is very much appre-

ciated.  
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https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5L7YBK9
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Snippets 
 Weekly facial eczema reporting - 

faciale.monitor@gribbles.co.nz 

email spore counts to us before 

2pm each Thursday.  Reports will 

be posted each Thursday after-

noon to our website. 

 Got a new veterinarian at your 

clinic or have had someone leave?  

Please let us know details so we 

can update our reporting system 

and always ensure test results are 

sent to the correct email address 

and reference the correct veteri-

narian. 

 Seeing animals with allergy is-

sues?  The Allercept® IgE test 

available on our price list may be 

of use.  See the information sheet 

available on our website for more 

information. 

 Our Leptospira panel will now 

include 4 serovars - Hardjo, Po-

mona, Tarassovi and Copenha-

geni - and will cost $53.70 +GST.  

The price for any additional 

serovars will remain the same at 

$17.90 +GST each. 

 Mycoplasma bovis surveillance - 

please include the milk company 

name and supplier number on 

all submission forms when submit-

ting milk samples for testing. 

 

Contact us 
Contacting Gribbles Veterinary couldn’t be easier. 

Case of the month 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 

Diagnosis:  Acute centrilobular necrosis - likely Cestrum spp. toxicity. 

Comment: 

The main problem in this case was centrilobular necrosis. Plants of Cestrum spp. have 

been associated with acute centrilobular necrosis. This can also be seen in ischaemia due 

to severe anaemia and hypoxia in ruminants (e.g. in Theileriosis), other toxicities (e.g. blue-

green algal toxins) or in chronic passive congestion (e.g. right-sided heart failure due to 

endocarditis).  

THANKS TO NATHAN CUTLER, FAR NORTH VETS FOR GIVING US PERMISSION TO USE THIS 

INTERESTING CASE AND FOR PROVIDING THE PHOTOGRAPHS. 

EMAIL 

auckland.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

hamilton.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

palmerston.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

christchurch.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

dunedin.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

PHONE 

0800 474 225 

WEBSITE 

www.gribblesvets.co.nz 

FACEBOOK   

www.facebook.com/GribblesNZ 

Last but not least, please feel free to contact your local 

business development manager: 

 

UPPER NORTH ISLAND 

Jennifer Mair 

027 476 7714 

EASTERN NORTH ISLAND 

Jo Drake 

027 444 7095 

LOWER NORTH ISLAND 

Rachel Whitehead 

027 604 8690 

SOUTH ISLAND 

Jack Gillman 

027 476 7713 
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