
And the winner 

is . . . 
The Alan Baldry award is awarded 

each year to a veterinarian who has 

made a significant lifetime contribu-

tion to the New Zealand Sheep and 

Beef Cattle industry and the person 

who received the award this year 

has done that without question. The 

following is the citation given by Re-

becca Smith from VetEnt Ranfurly, 

at the NZ Sheep and Beef Cattle 

dinner during the NZVA conference. 

I have spoken to this man weekly since the 

start of my veterinary career in 2009 and 

know of many other older and wiser col-

leagues who also have, and still turn to this 

gentleman for his expertise and have done 

so for the past 30 years.  The specifics 

around the timing of his arrival into the world 

are a bit iffy and have long been in question, 

even back in his vet school days . . . what 

we do know is that he was a “mature” stu-

dent, arriving with a B.Sc. and that he gradu-

ated from vet school in 1971.  

We did manage to get hold of his Ihenga 

blurb . . This man was born in 1934 to aged 

parents on the West Coast of New Zealand. 

The family motto is believed to be “eratus sic 

nor attum”, which roughly reads “had any 

lately.” He came to Massey after completing 

a B.Sc. in no reasonable subjects at Canter-

bury University. At Massey he was never 

outstanding in any track and field events, 

mainly due to not attempting any, but one 

would say he had the build of an athlete. 

Residentially speaking, he has experienced 

hostels, private board, flats and other con-

venient beds, which his travel has gradually 

risen through motor cycles, feet and knees, 

to an expensive motor car most recently. 

Upon graduation he will take up position at 

the Golden Bay Animal Medical Centre.” 

And upon graduation he did just that and 

was in clinical practice in Golden Bay for just 

under a decade before making the move to 

Dunedin, then quickly jumping ship to the 

dark-side of pathology, starting work at the 

Invermay Animal Health Lab. He was the 

stayer, as Marjorie Orr, Hugh Montgomery 

and Gary Clarke retired leaving him in sole 

charge at Mosgiel. 

He made his mark on the world by being the 

first to diagnose and report Wobbly Possum 

Syndrome in 1995 and has also been in-

volved in investigations into Yellow Eyed 

Penguin deaths, Fading Elk Syndrome, 

Eperythrozoon ovis and other weird and 

wacky diseases of farmed animals, fish and 

wildlife.  

He is also very involved in the day-to-day 

donkey work on the more common diseases 

in our farmed livestock and has played a 

crucial part on our knowledge and under-

standing of Salmonella Brandenburg and 

Helicobacter abortions. 

He came to Massey after completing 

a B.Sc. in no reasonable subjects at 

Canterbury University.  

In 1998, he passed the Australian College of 

Veterinary Scientists in Epidemiology and 

Anatomical Pathology. He is also a member 

of the American Society of Clinical Patholo-

gy, the American Association of Veterinary 

Laboratory Diagnosticians and the Australi-

an Society for Veterinary Pathology. 

In 1999, he was a founding director in the 

private laboratory Labnet at Invermay, which 

morphed from the Invermay Animal Health 

Lab. This was subsequently brought by Grib-

bles Veterinary in 2002, and since 2003 he 

has been the sole veterinary pathologist at 

this lab. He is married to Charlene a medical 

doctor in Dunedin and they have a son and 

daughter.  
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Welcome 
Welcome to a new edition of our news-

letter.  This month we’re proud to have 

one of our own as the 2018 winner of 

the Alan Baldry award, we remind you 

of our winter wellness promotion, up-

date you on action taken after our 

client survey, excite you with a new 

Case of the Month and more. 

If you have any questions regarding 

this newsletter or have a suggestion 

for something you would like to see 

featured, please don’t hesitate to con-

tact me. 

Kind regards, 

Karen Cooper 

Marketing Assistant 

0800 474 225 I www.gribblesvets.co.nz          1 

mailto:Karen.cooper@gribbles.co.nz
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He is well-known for his communication skills 

– he loves to work through cases on the 

phone and is always up for a good yarn es-

pecially over smoko, should you drop in to 

see him. He has been known to extend these 

yarns into the odd road trip. One of particular 

interest being over the Dunstan Trail into the 

Styx Valley where he dealt with the first case 

of Eperythrozoon ovis causing large scale 

mortality in sheep in NZ. His communication 

skills mean he is an exceptional resource to 

the veterinary community, and his articles 

have been prolifically documented in scien-

tific journals, newsletters, government reports 

and the veterinary press. He is also very 

active in encouraging people to write up case 

studies of interest, meaning we are well-

advised of new or prevalent diseases. 

He is a keen mentor, he has helped shape 

the vet I am today; by not only leading my 

diagnostic process down the right path, but 

by being a sounding boarding for differen-

tials, mentor through my deepest, darkest 

wallows in small animal medicine and also by 

getting me out of the “proverbial” on multiple 

occasions by offering lightbulb moments. We 

have had some great laughs, conundrums 

and frustrations together and even though we 

know each other almost exclusively via 

phone calls, I would not be the vet I am today 

without him and I’m sure all vets throughout 

Southland and Otago feel the same.  

He makes an immense contribution 

to sheep and beef health and  

veterinary and farming endeavours 

every day. 

He has been described as a “pathologist 

extraordinaire, good friend and a fine bloke” 

who “tells a terrific yarn”, is a “great observer 

of people” and has a wonderful sense of 

humour, with an “infectious roar of laughter” 

which brightens up your day. Still working for 

Gribbles Veterinary in Dunedin, he makes an 

“immense contribution to sheep and beef 

health, and veterinary and farming endeav-

ours every day”, but “most people don’t real-

ize what he achieves or does. He just quietly 

gets on and does it.” 

It is my great privilege to announce the recipi-

ent of this year’s Alan Baldry Award is John 

Gill, Gribbles Veterinary, Dunedin. 

Case of the 

month 
Michelle Lepherd 

Clinical history: 

A one-year old domestic short haired cat 

presented with a several month history of 

waxing and waning of lethargy, inappetence, 

right forelimb lameness, and left and right 

prescapular lymphadenopathy that was par-

tially responsive to antimicrobials and 

NSAIDs.  

The cat was negative for both FIV and FeLV 

on serology. Radiographs revealed abnormal 

radiolucency in the distal right ulna (initial 

radiographs) and proximal right humerus 

(repeat radiographs 2 months later). 

Pathology findings: 

A Jamshidi bone needle was used to collect 

a core of bone from the proximal right humer-

us. The core was gently rolled onto smears 

for cytology, before placing into formalin for 

histopathology. A swab was collected for 

microbiology. 

Cytology revealed marked blood contamina-

tion with occasional areas that had small 

numbers of neutrophils that were often de-

generate and contained intracytoplasmic rod-

shaped bacteria (Figure 1).  

The core biopsies were of excellent quality 

and histopathology revealed large areas of 

necrosis, fibrin and haemorrhage that were 

multifocally infiltrated by dense aggregates of 

degenerate neutrophils and macrophages 

(Figure 2). Rare neutrophils contained intra-

cytoplasmic Gram negative short rods.  

 

Figure 1. Cytology of the core biopsy from 

the proximal right humerus shows degener-

ate neutrophils with intracytoplasmic rod-

shaped bacteria (arrows).  

Figure 2. Areas of necrosis and fibrin 

(bottom) with surrounding neutrophilic infil-

trates (top) and necrotic bone (arrows).  

 

See diagnosis and discussion on page 4. 
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Photograph below:  John Gill (centre) being presented the 

Alan Baldry award by Rebecca Smith (VetEnt Ranfurly) and 

Simon Marshall (Society of Sheep & Beef Cattle Veterinarians) 

Figure 1. 

Figure 2. 



Client survey 

follow-up 
Since conducting our client 

satisfaction survey at the be-

ginning of the year, we have 

been working through the feed-

back you provided. A summary 

of our follow-up action taken 

will be provided in the next few 

editions of this newsletter. 

You said: “Our courier times don’t 

always suit our requirements.” 

Action taken: We confirmed actual 

current courier sample pick up and 

laboratory delivery times and investi-

gated other courier options including 

door to door courier options (which 

can be a cost effective way of  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 

3 

What’s out 

there? 
Here is a summary of recent 

interesting cases around our 

network of laboratories from 

August: 

AUCKLAND: 

Leptospirosis in alpaca; Actinomyces 
abscess in a horse; hypocalcemia in 

ewes. 

HAMILTON:   

Puppies/ young dogs with high round-
worm burdens and coccidia; Downer 
cows some also ketotic; Copper deficien-
cies in young bovine (with gait abnormal-

ities). 

PALMERSTON NORTH:  

Yersiniosis in R1 deer and cattle; Pneu-
monia in hoggets; Campylobacter abor-

tions in sheep. 

CHRISTCHURCH:  

Puppies and young dogs with high 
roundworm burdens;  Brassica associat-

ed liver disease in cattle. 

Winter well-

ness testing 
Winter is the perfect time to 

check the general health of all ani-

mals.  Gribbles Veterinary recom-

mends testing a CBC, biochemistry 

and urinalysis as part of a com-

plete wellness check.   

The discounted Senior Pet Checks or 

Wellness Panel in our price book, along 

with a CBC and urinalysis, provide the 

perfect combination of tests to use for 

wellness checks, no matter the age of the 

animal: 

Senior Pet Checks 

 Senior canine or feline panel + CBC + 

urinalysis 

Senior Canine Panel 

 ALP, ALT, calcium, creatinine, urea, 

total protein, albumin, globulin, AGR 

Senior Feline Panel 

 ALP, ALT, creatinine, urea, total pro-

tein, albumin, globulin, AGR, total T4 

Wellness Panel  

 ALP, ALT, bilirubin, creatinine, total 

protein, albumin, globulin, AGR 

SPECIAL OFFER!  For the months of July 

and August quote “UDIPF” on your sub-

mission form and receive a FREE urine 

dipstick test when a urine sample is sent in 

with bloods for any of the panels listed 

above. 

So choose the testing you require on our 

submission forms, collect the samples to 

match, send them all to us and we’ll take 

care of the rest.  We also have an A3 size 

poster for you to hang up in clinic to en-

courage animal owners to discuss this 

testing with you - download here or ask us 

about it today. 

Pathologist’s 

corner 
Geoff Orbell graduated from Massey 

University in 2000 with a BSc, DipSci (Dist) 

and BVSc (Dist).  After graduation he 

spent 4 years working in production and 

mixed animal practices in both New Zea-

land and the UK. 

Geoff then completed a combined Resi-

dency and MVS (Hons) in anatomic pathol-

ogy at Massey University in 2007, followed 

by ACVP Board exams in 2008. After 

working as an instructor in Veterinary Pa-

thology at Washington State University 

(Pullman, USA), he returned down under  

to spend 3 years in Melbourne with Grib-

bles Veterinary, and 6 years with NZVP 

before starting at Gribbles Veterinary, 

Palmerston North in 2017. Geoff is a regis-

tered Specialist in Veterinary Anatomical 

Pathology in both Australia and New Zea-

land. 

Geoff enjoys both anatomic and clinical 

pathology and his client-focussed, practical  

approach is one of his strengths. He has 

gained expertise and local  

recognition for dermato- 

pathology, oncologic and  

production animal  

pathology and herd health  

investigations. 

Meet Millie 

SHE IS…a champion 

bird watcher, crazy for 

pancakes and old 
socks, sleeps best on a 

pile of dirty clothes, 

only 5 years old and 

has undiagnosed  

diabetes. 

Meet Fred 

HE IS…constantly  

curious, a diligent front 

porch protector, the 
feared hunter of all  

fallen twigs, only 7 years 

old and in early stage 

renal failure. 

http://www.gribblesvets.co.nz/images/Information_sheets/Companion_animal/Winter-wellness-poster-A3.pdf
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Snippets 
 Clinic solutions - If you are con-

sidering your point-of-care (POC) 

analyser testing options, talk to 

us first. We can offer you a range 

of clinic solutions that will enable 

you to take control of your POC 

testing.  See the information sheet 

on our website or speak to one of 

our business development manag-

ers. 

 Big thanks to the Animal & Bird 

Hospital in Christchurch for writing 

a warning on the submission form 

about a broken slide they had 

submitted with their case.  The 

sharp ends of the slide were even 

covered in tape to ensure our 

safety.  We love safety first!  

Case of the month 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 

Microbiology culture:  A pure growth of Salmonella spp. was isolated, which was typed as 

Salmonella Typhimurium phage type 56 variant.  

Diagnosis:  Severe, fibrinosuppurative, septic osteomyelitis due to S. Typhimurium. 

Discussion:  Most cases of osteomyelitis are due to bacterial infections, however, Salmo-

nella spp. are an uncommon cause of bacterial osteomyelitis in cats. In this case, bacterae-

mia with haematogenous spread and localisation in the metaphyseal regions of multiple 

bones (metaphyseal osteomyelitis) is thought to explain the waxing and waning lameness 

and lymphadenopathy, and history of partial response to antimicrobials.  

Bacterial osteomyelitis typically requires several weeks to months of antimicrobial treat-

ment, and antimicrobial sensitivity testing was performed to guide the selection of appropri-

ate antimicrobials. The patient had responded very well to 8 weeks of antimicrobials, but 

unfortunately relapsed a few days after they were stopped. A longer course of treatment is 

planned. 

THANK YOU TO HANNAH TOLLAND, ANIMAL AND BIRD HOSPITAL, CHRISTCHURCH 

FOR THIS CASE SUBMISSION. 

 

Contact us 
Contacting Gribbles Veterinary couldn’t be easier. 

EMAIL 

auckland.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

hamilton.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

palmerston.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

christchurch.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

dunedin.vetlab@gribbles.co.nz 

PHONE 

0800 474 225 

WEBSITE 

www.gribblesvets.co.nz 

FACEBOOK   

www.facebook.com/GribblesNZ 

Last but not least, please feel free to contact your local 

business development manager: 

 

UPPER NORTH ISLAND 

Jennifer Mair 

027 476 7714 

EASTERN NORTH ISLAND 

Jo Drake 

027 444 7095 

LOWER NORTH ISLAND 

Rachel Whitehead 

027 604 8690 

SOUTH ISLAND 

Jack Gillman 

027 476 7713 
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sending samples to the laboratory when rou-

tine couriers don’t offer the times required.  

While Gribbles Veterinary chooses New Zea-

land Couriers as our main supplier, we are 

happy to work with all commercial couriers.  

Often there are local courier options that can 

help get your samples to us when you need 

to.  

You said: “We’d like less paper reports!” 

Action taken: Current reporting options are 

being reviewed for affected clients.  Many are 

still set up for fax results. Where applicable, 

we have disabled the fax option and set up 

email reporting. We also checked how report-

ing was set up for all veterinarians in the af-

fected practices, and are working to set up a 

standardised way of result reporting for all 

veterinarians within the same practice. 

Gribbles Veterinary offers many different 

ways of reporting your results to you and your 

clinic, we are happy to work with you to en-

sure you get your results delivered to you the 

way you want them. Please let us know if 

you need your results reported differently to 

the way you are currently receiving them. 

https://www.gribblesvets.co.nz/images/Information_sheets/Miscellaneous/Clinic-solutions.pdf
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